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TREE PLANTING AT MIDDLETOWN
MESSAGES
The whole nursery will
be closed on Friday
3rd April 2020 for staff
training. Sessions will
not be available in any
of our rooms.
Nursery School
reopens on the 21st
April 2020

We were invited by Joel
Henderson,
the
Estates
Manager for Skipton Town
Council to take part in
planting trees as part of the
creation of a community
orchard on Greatwood Rec in
Middletown.
You
may
remember that we planted a
wild flower meadow here in
the autumn.
This project is being run in
conjunction with the Yorkshire
Dale
Millennium
Trust,
Catherine Mercer from the
trust was on hand to tell us
about the trees and how to
plant them. Fortunately the
holes were pre-dug!

We planted damson, apple,
cherry and quince! We had a
great time, and particularly
enjoyed the feel of the squishy
mud under our feet!
Apparently the cherries will be
ready to pick in four years time,
so make a note in your
calendars!
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GRANT SUCCESS
We have been awarded £250 to buy resources for Forest School by
local group 'Friends of the Wilderness'. So far we have purchased
seven pairs of wellington boots and a Kelly Kettle, which we
christened on pancake day by cooking some delicious pancakes.
Using a Kelly Kettle was part of Alison's recent Forest School Leader
training and Assessment (although pancake making was not covered
in the syllabus)!
We plan to use the Kelly Kettle during our Forest School Sessions and
if we can get a metal dustbin lid, will also have a base to make a
temporary open fire so that we can cook damper bread (if you have
one we would really appreciate it).

SCHOOL READINESS
Next month many of our children will find out which primary
school they will be attending in September. It is at this time
of year that the phrase 'school readiness' makes an
appearance, so we wanted to share what it means to
Reception teachers. When asked what school readiness
means to them, the key things they looked for related to
children's Personal, Social and Emotional Development.
Unlike nursery school which operates with a staff to pupil
ratio of up to 1:13. Schools have a 1:30 ratio, and not all classes
have a teaching assistant. This means that being able to dress
independently, put on own shoes, even opening their own
drink bottle are key skills. If your child has lace up shoes, can
they tie them? Often children of this age aren't
developmentally ready to tie laces so we recommend velcro
fastening shoes. This also takes away the stress and worry of
getting dressed quickly because they know "I can do this",
particularly when time is short e.g. dressing/undressing for PE.
Each school will have a particular way of teaching things like phonics and handwriting, and it can be very
hard for children to learn one way of doing things at home and then have to relearn it at school, For example,
some teach children capital letters from the beginning. Others use pre-cursive writing, preparing children to
write with joined up letters, some start with joined up writing from the beginning, others prefer individually
printed letters. The key thing at this stage is exposure to print e,g, reading books together, pointing out
environmental print e.g. writing on a cereal packet or signs in a shop window. Promoting a love of reading and
providing opportunities for mark making so that children can develop an effective pencil grip.
Encourage lots of outdoor play: jumping, swinging, running and playing on climbing apparatus. Big physical
play helps the brain develop, and builds the smaller muscles ready for writing later on.’
This is something that we focus on during our 'Ready to Write' sessions with Beccy.
Opportunities to play with others is also very important. It helps them to learn social
skills including how to make friends, turn taking and sharing.
For more information please visit:
https://www.theschoolrun.com/how-to-prepare-your-child-for-primary-school
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PLEASE CHECK YOUR NURSERY BAGS
The recent wet weather has not stopped play in nursery
school, after all there is "no such thing as bad weather, only
unsuitable clothing" (Ranulph Fiennes). Unfortunately, it has
used up most of our own spare children's clothing and
depleted the contents of the children's bags. We would
greatly appreciate it if you would check your child's bag and
ensure that there are spare underwear and socks, in addition
to tops and bottoms.
We also ask that all clothing is
labelled. As our children become
more independent, dressing and
undressing themselves, the skill
to put clothes away, isn't always quite as developed. We would hate
for any clothes to get misplaced, particularly as some children have
the same taste in clothes.

WHO IS YOUR HERO?
World Book Day is on the 5th March and we are looking forward to
welcoming the librarians from Skipton Library, who are coming to read
the latest 'Supertato' book to the children. To celebrate heroes like
Supertato, we are asking all children to bring in a photo of their hero
during the first week of March. We are asking children not to come in
costumes, as we want the focus to be the books themselves.
We have bought six Supertato books and have been lucky enough to be
given a play market stall, so that we can role play being shop keepers,
selling fruit and vegetables. It will also be a great opportunity to develop
awareness of how money is used. Perhaps when you next go shopping
you can let your child 'pay' the cashier?

GET TO KNOW OUR TEAM
I’Hi! I'm Emily, I'm 19 years old and live in Skipton. I've lived in Skipton my
whole life. I've been working at Brougham Street for a year and started off
in the Baby Room, working my way down the building to Toddlers and I
joined the Nursery School after Christmas this year. I am the Key Person
for Red Group on Monday and Tuesday.
For a part time job I work at Drake and Macefield, a traditional family
butchers; which I have been doing for four years. I love spending time
with my family and friends which include my parents, two sisters and my
nieces and nephews.

We love to hear from parents throughout the year and particularly enjoy interacting via Tapestry. We
also have an open door policy for parents/guardians to contact us with any questions or concerns.
Alison, Ann, Lorraine, Natalie, Emily, Jasmine, Pauline and Michael

